Permanent Painting

Asphaltum or bitumen is harmful in every sense of
the word, and it is very doubtful whether the great
masters ever used it. In Italy it was used to a great-
er extent than in Flanders, for there are still many
old pictures to be found in Italy which are a black
smudge with here and there a faint trace of lighter
pigment. This black smudge was once a bright mass
of colors glazed with bitumen, which can be revived by
cleaning carefully with methyl alcohol.

A glaze which is permanent can be made in imita-
tion of asphaltum by mixing raw sienna, burnt umber
and carbon black or ivory black.

AURELIAN

Aurelian is a pigment that has been introduced dur-
ing the last generation, and is sometimes sold under
the name of cobalt yellaw. It is a double nitrite of
cobalt and potassium. There is a variation of opinion
as to its permanency. Some claim that it is absolutely
permanent both in water and oil, and others claim that
it decomposes with a white, but from the experiments
made by the author its permanence depends entirely
upon its purity. If the color is thoroughly washed by
the manufacturer after it is precipitated in order to
free it from soluble salts, it may be regarded as ab-
solutely permanent, because it is not affected by sul-
phur gases nor by sunlight. If the color is impure,
it is very likely to decompose any lake which may be
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